


 

Regardless, it is an important part of our regulatory oversight to review our practices and those of 
others in order to assist in identifying areas for improvement when issues arise. In this case, the precise 
coordinates of the drilling activity and the delineation of the corresponding safety zone appear to have 
become clear to the FFAW late in the consultative process.  

 
The fishing and petroleum industries have successfully co-existed in the Canada-Newfoundland and 
Labrador Offshore Area for decades. I feel we have a model of effective cooperation that is among the 
best in the world, which must continue through proactive communications and full transparency. A 
number of established venues and processes are available for this purpose, including One Ocean, which 
has served for many years as an effective forum for bringing the two industries together to identify and 
address matters of collective interest.  
 
As we discussed on September 1, a new working group under One Ocean could serve as a useful forum 
to discuss the interaction of fisheries activities and scheduled land tenure more proactively and in 
greater detail than is presently the case. Our staff would be pleased to engage in such a working group 
to provide regular updates on scheduled land tenure activities and related topics, such as the licencing 
cycle, roles and responsibilities of the C-NLOPB and other agencies, and plans for Calls for Nominations 
and Calls for Bids. In turn, fishing industry stakeholders could share information on their plans and their 
perspectives on land tenure activities. The scope of such discussions could also include best practices for 
effective cooperation on the water. I anticipate a productive discussion on this initiative at our One 
Ocean meeting next month. 
 
As I mentioned on September 1, the next phase of our scheduled land tenure process will be Calls for 
Nominations of parcels in the Eastern Newfoundland and the Jeanne d’Arc Regions. I expect these to be 
issued next week. The Board is not bound to proceed with a Call for Bids for any lands that may be 
nominated by the petroleum industry, and fisheries considerations will be given full consideration in any 
such decision. As mentioned when we met, the C-NLOPB will remain in close contact with the FFAW to 
ensure that we both have full and current information throughout the scheduled land tenure process. 
 
When we met, you also raised matters regarding marine conservation, compensation and Board 
appointments that are beyond the remit of the C-NLOPB and would be best discussed with the federal 
and provincial governments, whom I have taken the liberty of copying on this letter. I have also copied 
Lazaro Cosma of ExxonMobil Canada, with whom we will review the recent drilling campaign, as we do 
with operators at the conclusion of all such offshore activities. 
 
I look forward to continued direct engagement between the C-NLOPB and FFAW-Unifor, as well as with 
you and other stakeholders at the One Ocean table. As always, I am available at your convenience at 

 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Scott Tessier 
Chief Executive Officer 
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