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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Deer Lake Oil & Gas, Inc. (DLO&G) and BG Oil & Gas Ltd. (BGO&G) together hold a 100% 
Working Interest in Exploration Licence EL1102 (DLO&G 25%; BGO&G 75%) located in the 
southern part of St. George’s Bay, offshore western Newfoundland ( FIGURE 1). 
 
This exploration licence was issued by the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore 
Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB) on January 15, 2007 to B.G. Capital Ltd. and covers an area of 
124,320 hectares (307,201 acres).  
 
DLO&G and BGO&G are in the process of forming a new exploration Group to explore for oil 
and gas in onshore and offshore areas of western Newfoundland. 
 
The seismic survey described in this Project Description will be the first project to be undertaken 
by the new Group. The new Group will include PGS, a well known international seismic 
contractor. The new Group has tasked the MV Nordic Explorer with the execution of the survey 
using its proprietary dual sensor Geo-Streamer acquisition technology.  
 
The Geo-Streamer acquisition system is particularly suited for the imaging of the salt related 
(including sub-salt) structures and drill targets that are the main focus of our exploration 
activities on EL1102 and in adjacent areas.  
 
DLO&G has been designated as the lead partner for this project and proposes to undertake 
seismic profiling activities on EL1102 and in adjacent waters as shown on FIGURE 2 (the Site), 
commencing on or near September 21, 2009 and ending by or near December 11, 2009.  
 
The Environmental Assessment (EA) will address seismic profiling, an activity related to oil & 
gas exploration. 
 
The Project requires approval through the C-NLOPB. This document is a Project Description, 
which is required to initiate the Federal Coordination Regulations process under the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) to which this Project is subject.  
 
The CEAA identifies a marine seismic survey with an output level of greater than 275.79 kPa at 
a distance of one metre from the seismic energy sources (i.e. 228.69 dB re 1 μPa@1m) as a 
trigger for an environmental screening level of assessment. This project is not supported by 
federal funding. Federal lands are involved and administered by the C-NLOPB. 
 
The purpose of the project description, as required under the C-NLOPB Geophysical, 
Geological, Environmental and Geotechnical Program Guidelines (May 2008), is to identify the 
basic features of the Project to be assessed under the CEAA, as well as identify the location 
and timing for the Project. This project description is provided to federal departments with 
potential decision-making responsibility under the CEAA Responsible Authorities (RAs) or 
expert knowledge relevant to the evaluation of potential project impacts. The project description 
is also a component of the environmental assessment that will be conducted by DLO&G after 
the RAs determine the scope of the project and factors to be assessed under the CEAA. 
 
 
It has been prepared by AMEC Earth & Environmental on behalf of DLO&G. A screening level 
environmental assessment (EA) will be prepared from the C-NLOPB scoping document. Every 
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effort will be made to submit the EA to C-NLOPB at least 90 days prior to the planned 
commencement of activities.  
 
 

1.1 PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Proponent Information:  
 
Deer Lake Oil & Gas Inc. Head Office 
35 York Street 
St. John's, NL, A1C 1K6 
www.deerlakeoilandgas.com
 
Deer Lake Oil & Gas, Inc. is a St. John's, Newfoundland-based oil and gas exploration company 
active in western Newfoundland. DLO&G is incorporated under the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Corporations Act. The Corporation is focused on the exploration and development of the 
onshore and offshore oil and gas potential of western Newfoundland.  
 
 
 
Project Contacts:  
 
Cabot Martin  
President & CEO 
Deer Lake Oil and Gas, Inc. 
Phone 709-579-5050 
Fax 709-726-0584 
Email: cabot@deerlakeoilandgas.com
 
 
Consultant Information:  
 
AMEC Earth & Environmental Limited 
133 Crosbie Road 
PO Box 13216 
St. John’s, NL  
A1B 4A5 
www.amec.com  
 
Contacts:  
 
Douglas Smith, P.Eng   Brian Power, P.Eng 
Sr. Associate     Associate Environmental Engineer 
Phone: (709) 722-7023   Phone: (709) 722-7023 
Fax: (709) 722-7353    Fax: (709) 722-7353 
Email: doug.p.smith@amec.com  Email: brian.power@amec.com
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1.2 REGULATORY CONTEXT 

In accordance with its mandate under the Atlantic Accord Implementation Acts, the C-NLOPB 
may issue an Authorization to Conduct a Geophysical Program to allow DLO&G to carry out the 
seismic survey program described herein. Offshore geophysical surveys on federal lands are 
subject to a screening under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). In addition, 
Section 19.1 (a) of CEAA’s Inclusion List Regulations identifies those projects relating to 
seismic surveys for which a screening level of assessment is required. Under Part II - Oil and 
Gas Projects, physical activities that require an authorization referred to in paragraph 138(1)(b) 
of the Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act or paragraph 142(1)(b) of the 
Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act and relate to a 
marine or freshwater seismic survey during which the air pressure measured at a distance of 
one metre from the seismic energy source is greater than 275.79 kPa (40 psi) requires 
completion of an environmental assessment. 
 
The C-NLOPB is the designated federal representative mandated under the Atlantic Accord 
Implementation Acts as well as the CEAA. The C-NLOPB acts as the federal environmental 
assessment coordinator in this context. Because seismic survey activities have the potential to 
affect seabirds, marine mammals, and fish and fisheries, both Fisheries and Oceans and 
Environment Canada are the primary federal agencies with interests and expertise in the 
environmental aspects of the proposed program. Relevant government legislation and 
guidelines to be reviewed during the issues scoping process will include: 
 

• Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Acts; 
• Canadian Environmental Assessment Act; 
• Fisheries Act; 
• Oceans Act; 
• Migratory Birds Convention Act; 
• Canadian Environmental Protection Act; 
• Species at Risk Act; 
• Navigable Waters Protection Act; 
• Canada Shipping Act; 
• Offshore Waste Treatment Guidelines (NEB et al. 2002); and 
• Geophysical, Geological, Environmental and Geotechnical Program Guidelines, (C-
NLOPB 2008). 

 
Per the C-NLOPB Geophysical, Geological, Environmental and Geotechnical Program 
Guidelines (May 2008), an authorization to conduct the planned survey is required from the C-
NLOPB. 
 
 

1.3 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

It is DLO&G’s goal to plan and execute the seismic survey with minimal effects on other users 
and the environment of the study area. 
 
DLO&G recognizes the importance of maintaining a strong communications link with interested 
parties who may be affected by the proposed activities or who would have a governance 
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responsibility.  These parties would include those with fisheries or environmental interests 
and/or concerns. 
 
DLO&G presently recognizes the following parties who will be approached for consultation and 
discussion in the planning stages of the seismic program: 

• Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
• NL Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
• Fish, Food and Allied Workers Union 
• Association of Seafood Producers 
• One Ocean 
• Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife service and Environmental Protection 

Operations Directorate) 
• NL Department of Environment and Conservation 

 
DLO&G will be guided by C-NLOPB and the parties engaged in reviewing the Project 
Description and advising on the EA Scoping Document. Other interested groups or agencies 
identified during this process will be considered for consultations as well. 
 
 

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 PROJECT NAME  

The Project name is Marine Seismic Profiling on EL 1102 and in Adjacent Areas.  

2.2 PROJECT ACTIVITY AREA 

The Project Activity Area encompasses the geographic area within which DLO&G expects to 
undertake seismic survey and associated activities.   
 
EL 1102 is located in the Western Newfoundland Offshore Region of the Newfoundland 
Offshore Area. It is contained within the southern half of the mouth and bay of St. George’s Bay. 
 
The seismic track area will include the navigable portions of EL 1102 and westward to include 
the area between EL 1102 and the eastern portion of EL 1105. The seismic track area will also 
potentially include portions of EL 1116, a parcel of land in the northern half of St. George’s Bay 
and to the west of the Port au Port Peninsula. The entire area of seismic shooting will be 
contained in the Newfoundland Offshore Area.  Figure 1 shows the Western Newfoundland and 
Labrador Offshore Region licence information. 
 
Figure 2 provides an approximate layout of the seismic profile area.  
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The general coordinates of the application area are: 
 
Northern Boundary 
Lat 48.80 
 
Southern Boundary 
Lat 47.92 
 
Western Boundary 
Long -60.40 (Staying within C-NLOPB jurisdiction) 
 
Eastern Boundary 
Near the shoreline of St. George’s Bay and subject to water depth, safe vessel operating 
practices, other use conflicts and environmental sensitivities.   
 

2.3 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The proposed Project is a ship borne seismic program with a 2D survey to begin as early as 
September 21, 2009 and continue until as late as December 11, 2009. A factor in determining 
the actual area to be surveyed and the duration of the Project will be the availability dates of the 
MV Nordic Explorer and weather conditions. 
 
The area to be surveyed will include all or most of EL 1102, an area between EL 1102 and EL 
1105 (including some or most of EL 1105) and, subject to vessel availability, parts of EL 1116. 
Some of the survey area will constitute re-surveys and will complement previous geophysical 
surveys. The proximity of the seismic runs to the shoreline of St. George’s Bay will be 
determined by safe vessel operating practices, other use conflicts and environmental 
sensitivities.   
 
The 2-D seismic survey ship will tow a sound source (airgun array) and streamer(s) composed 
of receiving hydrophones. The actual survey lines have not been designed at this time 
 
Details of the seismic survey equipment parameters are provided in Appendix 1. 
 
Although the environmental assessment has not been completed, it is anticipated that mitigation 
procedures will include a dedicated Marine Mammal Observer (MMO), “soft starts “ or “ramp-
ups” of the 2-D array in order to avoid disturbance to marine life, particularly marine mammals 
and species at risk, a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) and a communications strategy and 
procedures to avoid conflicts with fishery and other uses.  
 
DLO&G will be using the approach to environmental planning, mitigation and reporting 
measures for marine seismic surveys as described in the Geophysical, Geological, 
Environmental and Geotechnical Program Guidelines (May 2008) issued by C-NLOPB. This 
includes compliance with: 

• the Statement of Canadian Practice with Respect to the Mitigation of Sound in the 
Marine Environment; 

• recommended practices for interaction with other ocean users, particularly fisheries 
interests; and 
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• seabird and marine mammal observation program using the protocols outlined in ESRF 
Report #156 – Recommended Seabird and Marine Mammal Observation Protocols for 
Atlantic Canada (2004). 

 
 

2.4 SURVEY VESSEL 

 
The survey vessel selected for this project is the MV Nordic Explorer owned by PGS, a member 
of the Exploration Group. 
 
The MV Nordic Explorer is a state-of-the-art seismic research vessel, with a crew of 30 to 50 
people. On this survey, the vessel will employ Geo-Streamer dual sensor acquisition technology 
to acquire closely spaced 2D seismic data. 
 
The MV Nordic Explorer has a cruising speed of 10 knots while in transit (with gear onboard) 
and a vessel speed of approximately 4.5 knots when the survey gear is deployed.  
 
It is estimated that the survey vessel will require a turning radius of 2.5 to 3 kilometres outside 
the identified survey area. Seismic operations will generally continue up to a Sea State of 5 or 
wave heights of about 3 m. 
 
Specifications on the MV Nordic Explorer are provided in Appendix 1. 
 
 

2.5 LOGISTICS & SUPPORT 

Logistical operations to support the geophysical program will largely be based in St. John’s and 
Stephenville, NL or other western Newfoundland port.  
 
Helicopters 
 
Helicopters may or may not be utilized depending on type of helicopter available and the final 
program design.  
 
Shore Base 
 
A shore base and supply area will be established in the Port of Stephenville or other western 
Newfoundland port. 
 
Support Vessels 
 
Supply vessels may be utilized for crew changes and supply of materials and consumables. 
Also, it is possible the seismic vessel may interrupt its geophysical program for logistical 
requirements.  
 
The MV Nordic Explorer will be accompanied by a chase boat that scouts for other vessels or 
fishing gear that may interact with the survey while underway. The bridge crew on the seismic 
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vessel will maintain close surveillance of approaching vessels. Radar reflectors are attached to 
the streamers for detection by other vessels. 
 
 
2.6 ROUTINE DISCHARGES 

Discharges and emissions from this program will be similar to those of any standard marine 
vessel. They will be minor and could include the following:  
• Atmospheric Emissions - emissions from ship engines and onboard equipment will comply 
with the Air Quality Management (Newfoundland and Labrador Environmental Protection Act) 
and the Ambient Air Quality Objectives (Canadian Environmental Protection Act). 
• Ballast Water - ballast water is stored in dedicated ballast tanks to improve vessel stability. No 
oil will be present in these tanks or in any discharged ballast/preload water. If oil is suspected to 
be in the water, it will be tested and, if necessary, treated to ensure that oil concentrations in the 
discharge do not exceed 15 mg/L as required by the MARPOL 73/78 (International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, and the Protocol of 1978 related thereto), 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and the Offshore Waste Treatment Guidelines 
(OWTG) (NEB et al. 2002).  
• Bilge Water - Bilge water often contains oil and grease that originate in the engine room and 
machinery spaces. Before discharge, bilge water is treated in accordance with MARPOL 73/78, 
IMO and OWTG, using an oil/water separator. The extracted water is tested to ensure that the 
discharges contain no more than 15 mg/L of oil.  
• Grey and Black Water - It is anticipated that the survey ship will carry a crew of 30 to 50 
people. For accommodating about 100 people, Mobil (1983) estimated that grey water 
discharge (showers, dishwashing, deck drains, etc.) would be 40 m3/d and that black water 
discharge would be 19 m3/d. The survey vessel should produce less than half of this volume. 
Sanitary and food wastes will be macerated to a particle size of 6 mm or less and then 
discharged as per the OWTG.  
• Solid Waste - All solid waste will be transferred to shore and disposed of at an approved on-
shore-based facility. Any hazardous materials (e.g., oily rags) will be handled separately in 
hazardous materials containers.  
 
 
2.7 ACCIDENTAL EVENTS 

There will be limited amounts of marine fuel and lube oil on board that could potentially be 
spilled to the ocean.  
 
The MV Nordic Explorer will utilise a solid-streamer technology, as this type of streamer is not 
reliant on floatation fluid to achieve a neutral ballast state. This will minimize risks of accidental 
spills or incidents.  
 
Accidental spills will be reported to the C-NLOPB and the Canadian Coast Guard as soon as 
operational conditions allow.  
 
Other accidental events could include damage or loss of seismic gear, entanglement of seismic 
gear with fishing gear, and vessel collisions. Best management practices will be used on the 
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seismic vessel to avoid gear loss or damage. Gear will be retrieved from the water if wave 
heights reach or exceed unacceptable limits. In case of severe weather, the vessel may return 
to shore until conditions improve.  
 
A trained Fisheries Liaison Officer will be on board during the seismic program to liaise with 
fishers who may have gear deployed in the Project Activity Area, in order to ensure effective 
and ongoing communication and avoid unnecessary gear conflicts and possible vessel 
collisions.  
 
Entanglement of marine mammals in seismic gear is not likely since streamers have no tangle 
gear and marine mammals are expected to avoid the vessel during operations. The onboard 
Marine Mammal Observer will be trained to keep watch for marine mammals during the 
program. 
 
 
2.8 HEALTH & SAFETY 

DLO&G will submit a Safety Plan to the C-NLOPB outlining the company’s commitment and 
philosophy toward ensuring personnel’s health and safety are first and foremost in all DLO&G 
operations. 
 
 
3.0 SETTING OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENTS 

A number of studies have already been performed in the area which will be key references to 
the environmental assessment (EA) that DLO&G will be preparing. These are: 

• Western Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area Strategic Environmental 
Assessment  and associated amendment (C-NLOPB 2005 and 2007); 

• PDIP’s Port-au-Port Bay Exploration Drilling Program Environmental Assessment and 
the associated addendum (LGL 2007); 

• Tekoil’s Port-au-Port Seismic Program Screening Report (Jacques Whitford 2007); and 
•  NWest Energy’s Environmental Assessment of Geophysical Surveys for Exploration 

Licence’s 1097, 1098, 1103 and 1104 Western Newfoundland (Conestoga-Rovers and 
Associates 2008). 

 
The Western Newfoundland and Labrador SEA Report concluded that petroleum exploration 
activity generally can proceed in the Western Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area with 
the application of standard mitigation measures currently applied to offshore exploratory 
activities elsewhere in the NL offshore.  
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