
WHAT TO DO WHEN 
YOU FIND A 
STRANDED 
BIRD

Document on “Stranded Bird Encounter Datasheet” and take photograph(s) to confirm species iden�fica�on  

IS THE BIRD ALIVE?

NO YES
Are there more than 10? Is it just resting?

NO
Is it oiled or a SARA species?

NO
Is it injured or oiled?

YESNO YESNO YES

DOCUMENT 
AND DISPOSE 
OF AT SEA

COLLECT, DOCUMENT, 
AND SEND TO CWS

CAPTURE, STABILIZE IF 
NECESSARY, RELEASE, AND 
DOCUMENT

CAPTURE, STABILIZE, 
CONTACT CWS, AND 
DOCUMENT

NO ACTION 
NECESSARY

When 10 or more are found OR when bird(s) is 
oiled, contact CWS and report incident to CCG 
Environmental Emergencies Line 
(1-800-565-1633)

Contact CWS if the stranded bird is a Species at 
Risk. Collect dead bird(s) and send to CWS

If you are not sure 
of the species, 
photograph and send 
to CWS to confirm 
iden�ty

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE BIRDS OF PREY 
OR LARGE SEABIRDS

Capture safely and release as appropriate 

Exhausted, disoriented, and wet birds should
be placed in box, monitored, then released 
when they have recovered

DO NOT CLEAN AN OILED BIRD

Injured / oiled birds should be 
kept in a box un�l further 
instruc�on from CWS

Res�ng birds can 
typically fly, move 
around freely, or 
leave pla�orm 
unassisted

Some birds may stay 
on deck for several 
days un�l they are 
ready to depart
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