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Lands and Natural Resources

Darren Hicks,

Environmental Analyst

Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board
140 Water St., 4th Floor

St. John's, NL. A1C 6H6

709-778-1431

December 7, 2015

Re: NG COMMENTS ON SCOPING DOCUMENT FOR SEITEL CANADA LTD. EAST COAST
OFFSHORE SEISMIC PROGRAM, 2016-2025

Dear Mr. Hicks,

Please find below our comments with respect to the scoping document prepared for Seitel
Canada LTD.’ East Coast Offshore Seismic Program (2016-2025). It is important to take these
comments in the context of previous submissions made to the C-NLOPB whereby we have
continuously voiced concern over an increased length of program duration as well as
geographic extent of offshore exploration programs.

The Nunatsiavut Government has significant concern with the duration (2016 - 2025) of
the proposed offshore program. The Labrador Coast is a poorly understand environment
that is constantly changing. This includes, but is not limited to, changes in sea ice conditions
and fish abundance. Recognizing that it is unlikely that this environment will be consistent
and stable over the duration of the proposed project, it would be irresponsible to approve
the project from an environmental and fisheries perspective.

Additionally, a review of the Labrador Shelf Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is
currently underway and is expected to be completed in 2017. Approving a project that goes
well beyond this date would not be acceptable, given that the SEA guides project-specific
environmental assessments. Therefore, the Nunatsiavut Government would recommend
that the project description be re-submitted for 2016-2017. Once the SEA Review is
completed, the project proponent would be required to re-submit its project for future
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activity in subsequent years. Alternatively, the C-NLOPB may consider leaving the offshore
Labrador portion out of the project description until the SEA Review is complete; upon
which time the proponent may register a project specific to activity in that area.

Thanks for your understanding and we look forward to hearing from you.

Best regards,

Environmental Assessment Manager

cc., _Director of Non-Renewable Resources, Nunatsiavut Government



