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1 Introduction 

Offshore oil and gas exploration and production programs generally encompass long periods of time and 
multiple, successive, operational steps. As a consequence, this environmental assessments of these 
programs address a variety of activities undertaken over a number of years. 

This document is one of a series of annual reviews, committed to by Statoil Canada Ltd. (SCL), on the 
status and ongoing validity of the environmental assessment (EA) approval(s) in place for SCL’s 
geophysical survey activities in the Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area (Table 1). These reviews are 
intended to assist the C-NLOPB in fulfilling its responsibilities under the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment (CEA) Act by ensuring that both the scope of the assessment and the mitigations committed to 
therein remain technically valid. 

Table 1 - Environmental Assessment Approvals in place for Statoil Geophysical survey programs in 2012 

Screening 
Determination 

Reference1 
Temporal Scope EA Report Title 

CEAR No. 11-01-60411 

April 1 -  Oct 31 of 
2011 through 2019 

Environmental assessment of Statoil’s Geophysical Program for 
Jeanne d’Arc and Central Ridge/Flemish Pass Basins, 2011-2019 

April 1 -  Oct 31 of 
2012 

Amendment to the Environmental Assessment of Statoil’s 
Geophysical Program for the Jeanne d’Arc and Central 
Ridge/Flemish Pass Basins, 2011-2019 

 
The following sections provide the information necessary to confirm the ongoing validity of the assessment 
in question or note any changes that need to be addressed. 

2 Environmental Assessment of Statoil’s Geophysical Program for Jeanne 
d’Arc and Central Ridge/Flemish Pass Basins, 2011-2019.  

2.1 Project Description and Scope 

2.1.1 Activities Covered 

This assessment encompasses the conduct of 2d, 3d and 4d seismic surveys in the Jeanne d’Arc Basin 
area. In addition, necessary geo-hazard surveys that are needed prior to the start of individual drilling 
operations to help ensure the safety of those operations are addressed. 

Typically, for 2d, 3d and 4d surveys, up to two 5085 in3 air gun arrays of 24 Bolt airguns each operating at 
2000 to 2500 psi could be employed firing alternately with sound source characteristics of 109.9 bar-m 
                                                        
1 Follow the link to the C-NLOPB public registry to view the environmental assessments, amendments and regulatory 
determinations. 

http://www.cnlopb.nl.ca/environment/statoilgeo.shtml
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Figure 1: Geographic Scope of Project Area for CEAR No. 11-01-60411 with an overlay of the patterns of Snow 
Crab and Northern Shrimp fishing activity from 2005 through 2010 and approximate layout of end-of-line turns 

http://www.cnlopb.nl.ca/environment/statoilgeo.shtml





































