






economies would also be greatly affected by an oil spill 
<http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/oceans/science/marineplanningandconservation/how 
tankersanddrillsthreatencanadianwaters/> . 
Beyond the socioeconomic aspects, the Gulf of SaintLawrence is a unique and fragile 
ecosystem essential to the reproduction, growth and migration of hundreds of marine species. 
Several of these species are endangered, such as the codfish, the blue whale and the 
leatherback turtle. Considering that even under the best circumstances, only 15 per cent of 
oil spills can be cleaned, it’s clear that the risks associated with oil development far 
outweigh the benefits. Even the smallest quantities of oil and sludge can harm marine life 
across an extensive area, and a shoreline can remain polluted for decades after a major oil 
spill (the effects of the Exxon Valdez spill from 20 years ago are still being felt today). 
It is worth noting that risks associated with offshore incidents are consistently under 
assessed by drilling companies, as demonstrated by the numerous incidents in various offshore 
drilling regions. 
========== 
2. How drilling for oil can hurt marine habitats 
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/oceans/science/marineplanningandconservation/how 

tankersanddrillsthreatencanadianwaters/ 

Damage to the marine environment is inevitable with oil and gas exploration: 
* Companies conduct seismic surveys before drilling. Bursts of highpressure air or sound 
waves are directed at the seabed, creating loud undersea noises that can disrupt the 
migratory paths and feeding patterns of whales, seals and other marine mammals. These sound 
waves can also harm fish that have swim bladders, destroy fish eggs and larvae, and 
temporarily cause fish and other sea creatures to leave the area. * Oil drilling and production platforms release pollution into the surrounding waters 
almost daily. A single production platform can discharge over 90,000 metric tonnes of toxic 
waste into the ocean in its lifetime. Since 1997, the Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore 
Petroleum Board has recorded 337 oil spills from three rigs <http://www.oilweek.com/news.asp?ID=18631%23ixzz0r31SbA95> operating there 
[http://www.shippingreporter.com/offshore/howtankersanddrillsthreatencanadianwaters 
marineplanning], which have dumped an estimated 430,000 litres (or 2,700 barrels) of 
synthetic drilling fluids and other hydrocarbons into the ocean.) * Only about 15 per cent of spilled oil can be recovered, and that’s under the best conditions. When the wind blows above 20 to 25 knots, oil spill cleanup is completely ineffective. Based on the average wind speed for a place like the Queen Charlotte Basin on 
the West Coast [and the Gulf of St. Lawrence] , cleanup would be virtually impossible during winter. * Even small amounts of oil and other drilling fluids can harm sea life over a large area. After a major oil spill, the shorelines can remain polluted for decades. Even now, more 
than 20 years after the Exxon Valdez lost its toxic cargo in Alaska, raw crude oil is still 
being found on what now appear to be pristine recovered beaches. * B.C.’s coast [and the Gulf of St. Lawrence] is unique because the proposed oil and gas 
extraction is nearshore, not offshore. An oil spill would be devastating, as the wind and 
current patterns would ensure that contaminants hit the coast and areas of high economic and 
ecological importance. 
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Canada’s East Coast is already dealing with the negative effects of offshore oil drilling. 
Lack of transparency and underreporting from industry are already putting this region at risk. 

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/oceans/science/marineplanningandconservation/whywe 
mustopposeexplorationanddrillinginthesaintlawrence/ 

The Gulf of St. Lawrence and the St. Lawrence River are vital to Canada’s coastal communities. The economic and sociocultural activities within the regions surrounding the St. Lawrence, such as fishing and tourism, represent nearly twothirds of Canada’s GDP 
related to all maritime activities, according to an analysis from the DFO <http://www.dfo mpo.gc.ca/indexeng.htm> . [http://www.dfompo.gc.ca/Library/340113.pdf] 

Since hydrocarbon prospecting and extraction are known threats to biodiversity, as well as 
tourism and commercial fishing, the government of Quebec in 1998 put a moratorium in place to 
protect both ecosystems and local socioeconomic activities. The moratorium is a provisional 
suspension of all operating licenses requests and projects, and precludes any oil and gas 
drilling in the Gulf of SaintLawrence and in the SaintLawrence estuary. 
In fall 2010, following its first examination of the scope and nature of potential 
environmental and socioeconomic impacts stemming from projects, programs, or policies -- 
called the Strategic Environmental Assessment <http://www.sea.gouv.qc.ca/index.asp> (SEA) -- 
the Quebec government announced a complete ban on hydrocarbon prospecting and extraction in 
the SaintLawrence estuary <http://www.davidsuzuki.org/blogs/pantherlounge/2010/11/sowhats 
allthistalkaboutoilandgasinthestlawrence/index.php> . Since there are virtually no 
natural boundaries between the estuary and the gulf, it is essential to involve all the 
relevant provinces in taking action to protect this area from the impacts of oil development. 
According to the current legislative processes in place, the boundaries of the five gulf 
provinces (Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia) are established by artificial legal borders in order to allow offshore hydrocarbon development. This means that these different jurisdictions issue hydrocarbon prospecting and 
operating licenses independently from one another. 
This somewhat paradoxical situation is even more worrisome in light of the absence of any 
moratorium over Newfoundland’s waters, and further still in light of the license granted by 
the CanadaNewfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board <http://www.cnlopb.nl.ca/index.shtml> to Corridor Resources Inc. <http://www.corridor.ca/index.html> to develop the Newfoundland portion of the Old Harry deposit. This was further pushed forward on October 4, 2010 when the CNLOPB issued a 
prospecting license to Corridor and thus opened the door to hydrocarbon development in the 
entire gulf. 
======================= 
3. Documentary + short videos of oil spill simulations: 
http://www.cbc.ca/video/#/Shows/Doc_Zone/1242299559/ID=1721217131 
An oil spill in the Gulf of St. Lawrence could threaten five provinces 
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VIDEO SIMULATION OF OIL SPILL IN EACH SEASON: 
|Summer <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7P4PBglqNo8> | Fall <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUU0U2kwCY> | Winter <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTf5jFerUY> | Spring 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9ChyN2B0FM> 
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